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It is strongly recommended that you migrate to a copy of the site

Ideally placed on the same server in subdomain
Allows you to preserve the same server configuration and be at the root of the web directory
This may be required for some extensions.

Or in a subdirectory of the site
Allows you to preserve the same server configuration which may be necessary for some 
extensions.

Or on a local server
Sufficient environment if no expansion requires server configuration
particular (PHP and MySQL version, some services enabled),

- Wamp & Xampp (Windows) www.wampserver.com - www.apachefriends.org

- Mamp & Xampp (macOS) www.mamp.info/en/downloads - www.apachefriends.org

- Lamp & Xampp (Linux) https://bitnami.com/stack/lamp/installer - www.apachefriends.org

Introduction

http://www.wampserver.com/
http://www.mamp.info/en/downloads
https://bitnami.com/stack/lamp/installer


Several possibilities

Perform a site backup with Akeeba Backup
Backs up files and database by incorporating an installation process quite similar to that of 

Joomla: more information on www.akeeba.com 

Backup with Easy Joomla Backup Backs up files and database:
kubik-rubik.de/ejb-easy-joomla-backup 

Copy files with server file manager &
export the database with the server's phpMyAdmin

Not all hosts offer a file manager or copy function

Download the files with an FTP manager and export the database with 
the server's phpMyAdmin

Create a copy of the site



Perform a site backup with Akeeba Backup

The .jpa archive format is recommended for sites with many large files.

Create a copy of the site



The default backup directory is: administrator/components/com_akeeba/backup

Create a copy of the site



Place the archive in the test site directory.

To unzip the archive, you need to place the "Kickstart" files in the same directory and call the 
file in the browser's address bar.

Download "Kickstart": www.akeeba.com/download.html#kickstart

Create a copy of the site

Suivez ensuite le 
processus 
d’installation…

http://www.akeeba.com/download.html#kickstart


Perform a site backup with Easy Joomla Backup

Create a copy of the site



Download the .zip archive and unzip it to the test site folder.

Import the .sql file into a new database or the same one after changing the table prefix.

Create a copy of the site



Export database with phpMyAdmin

Create a copy of the site



Import database with phpMyAdmin

Create a copy of the site



Warning

The native templates of Joomla 3

The templates natively present in Joomla 3, "Bezz3" and "Protostar", are 
removed when migrating to Joomla 4.

Third-party extensions

Check the compatibility of third-party extensions installed with Joomla 4: 
templates, components, plugins, modules, languages, libraries, files.

A compatibility checker is present in Joomla 3, but it is relevant to check on the 
authors' sites if a version specific to Joomla 4 is available and, if it needs to be 
installed before or after migration.

Uninstall extensions that are not compatible!



Native migration to Joomla! 4



Native migration to Joomla! 4



Native migration to Joomla! 4



Native migration to Joomla! 4
If extensions are detected as "Potential Issue", check with their authors to
see if a Joomla 4-specific version is available or if it needs to be uninstalled.



Native migration to Joomla! 4



Native migration to Joomla! 4



Native migration to Joomla! 4



Extension updates are probably available...

Go to the "Admin Panel" to check...

Native migration to Joomla! 4



Native migration to Joomla! 4



Native migration to Joomla! 4



The native templates of Joomla 3 have been removed...
The new native template is "Cassiopeia" with its module positions!

Native migration to Joomla! 4



Homepage of the site in Joomla 
3 with the template
« Protostar ».

To display the modules with the 
"Cassiopeia" template of 
Joomla 4, you must adapt their 
position.

Native migration to Joomla! 4



Native migration to Joomla! 4
Display template positions in Joomla 3...



The positions of the "Protostar" template

•Search [position-0]

•Navigation (menu) [position-1] 

•Banner

•Left [position-8]

•Top centered [position-3]

•Navigation thread [position-2]

•Right [position-7]

•Contents [position-4] to [position-6] and [position-9] to [position-12] 

•Footer

•Debugging

•Changing language [languageswitcherload]

•Site map [sitemapload]

•Flux RSS [syndicateload]

Native migration to Joomla! 4



Native migration to Joomla! 4
Display template positions in Joomla 4...



The positions of the "Cassiopeia" template

• Top bar [topbar] 
• Below the top
• Menu [menu]
• Recherche [search]
• Banner 
• Haut-a [top-a]
• Haut-b [top-b]
• Left sidebar [sidebar-left] 
• Breadcrumbs
• Main-top
• Principal-bas [main-bottom]
• Right sidebar [sidebar-right] 
• Bas-a [bottom-a] 
• Bas-b [bottom-b]
• Footer
• Debugging

Native migration to Joomla! 4



Sometimes it is better to rebuild the site on a healthy basis. 
There are tools to export/import data, here are several...

Other migration solutions

Free

J2XML – Import / Export (.xml files)

This extension allows you to export and import the following elements from the Joomla core:

Users – Contacts – Categories – Articles – Modules – Custom fields – Tags –

Images/Media if both sites are on same server

Current disadvantages:

- Menus are not exportable.

- The category tree is not preserved.

- The importation of multiple items is attributable to only one category of choice.



Other migration solutions
Exporting users in Joomla 3 with J2XML



Other migration solutions
Importing into Joomla 4 with J2XML



Other migration solutions
Importing into Joomla 4 with J2XML



Other migration solutions
Free

jUpgrade – Direct import from the new site

https://www.matware.com.ar - Not working yet!

This extension allows you to import the following elements from the Joomla core:

Users – Contacts – Categories – Articles – Modules – Custom fields – Tags – Banners – Web 

links – News feeds – Menus

https://www.matware.com.ar/


Other migration solutions
jUpgrade – Not working yet!



Other migration solutions
jUpgrade – Not working yet!



Other migration solutions
Free / Donation

JMP Import Export - Import/Export (.json files)

Export of parameters of core components, plugins and modules.

https://joomhelper.com/E32K37A

https://joomhelper.com/E32K37A


Other migration solutions
Paid

SP Transfert – Direct import from the new site (39.85 € / 1 year)

https://www.kainotomo.com/products/sp-transfer

This extension allows you to import the following elements from the Joomla core:

Users – Contacts – Categories – Articles – Modules – Custom fields – Tags – Banners – News 

feeds – Menus – Images/Media by specifying FTP access

Advantages:

- The contents of the elements are selectable independently.

- The category tree is preserved.

- Articles are kept in their category.

- The menu link tree is preserved.

- The transfer of files is done by FTP

- Tables from the database can be imported (for third-party extensions).

https://www.kainotomo.com/products/sp-transfer


Other migration solutions
SP Transfert - Configuration



Other migration solutions
SP Transfert – Selection of elements and their contents



Other migration solutions
SP Transfert – Result after reassigning modules to new positions



Other migration solutions
Paid

MigrateMe 4 – Creating a new site from the site to be migrated 

(49,00 £ / 3 months ou 79,00 £ / 1 year) – https://www.php-web-design.com/Joomla-

Components

This extension installs a new version of Joomla 4 and migrates all extensions, settings, users, 
categories, articles, etc.

• Install MigrateMe 4 in Joomla 3

• Click the Upgrade button.

• Log in to Joomla 4 
and update third-party extensions.

https://www.php-web-design.com/Joomla-Components


Other migration solutions
Paid

JMigratorName – Direct import from the new site 

(39,00 $ / 1 year) – www.daycounts.com/jmigrator

This extension allows you to migrate all elements of the Joomla core and import 
images/media via FTP.

It also allows you to migrate data from
several extensions by adding plugins.
These plugins are available at $10 per unit.

https://www.daycounts.com/jmigrator


Other migration solutions
Paid

vData – Importation/Exportation de la base de données

(63,00 $ / 6 mois) – https://store.wdmtech.com/vdata-data-management-tool

This extension allows you to migrate data from all elements of the Joomla core and several 
extensions using models. Table fields are selectable.

https://store.wdmtech.com/vdata-data-management-tool


Other migration solutions
Paid

RO CSVI – Import/Export the Database

(88,27 € / 1 year) – https://rolandd.com/downloads/category/ro-csvi

This extension allows you to migrate data from all elements of the Joomla core and several 
extensions using templates. Table fields are selectable.

https://rolandd.com/downloads/category/ro-csvi


Top 2 Methods to Migrate from Joomla 3 to Joomla 4

Use Joomla's native migration system

To be used for the purpose of "updating" the existing site.
As a precaution, migrate to a copy of the site after cleaning up unnecessary and incompatible 
third-party extensions.
The default templates of Joomla 3 are removed during migration.

Use a third-party extension

To be used for the purpose of rebuilding the site on its own basis.
Allows you not to worry about incompatible extensions of the existing site and to fine-tune the 
needs.
There are export/import solutions, and direct import with files.

Whatever the method used, a change of template requires in most cases a repositioning of 
the modules (menu and others).

Summary



Feel free to check out the Joomla 
Extensions Directory!
https://extensions.joomla.org

Txs for your attention

https://extensions.joomla.org/

