


/DO THE 
RIGHT THING
A practical guide to 
building accessible 
web sites with Joomla.



Co-founder of Joomla. 
Very active contributor especially in 

the area of accessibility.

<BRIAN!>



<NON, JE NE 
REGRETTE RIEN>
—ÉDITH PIAF



<WHERE IS
BRIAN?>



<BRIAN IS IN 
THE KITCHEN>



The removal of barriers so that 
everyone can use your website.

<ACCESSIBILITY?>



—WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION (WHO)

“Almost everyone will 
experience disability at 
some time in your life.



—Chris Heilmann

“Accessibility features are 
necessary for some, but they 
are beneficial to all.



/01 IMAGE 
DESCRIPTIONS

“A picture is worth a 
thousand words.

—Fred R Barnard



The description should enhance 
the content and not be a literal 
description.

/A PICTURE 
ENHANCES THE 
CONTENT



Computers can identify the 
elements in an image but that 
doesn’t make it a description of 
the image in context.

/ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE?



DIGITAL NOMAD. 
WORK REMOTELY, 
LIVE ANYWHERE!
You can give here a brief description 
of the topic you want to talk about. For 
example, if you want to talk about 
Mercury, you can say that it’s the 
smallest planet in the entire Solar 
System

Computers can identify the elements in 
an image but that doesn’t make it a 
description of the image in context. it 
and select “Replace 

You can replace the image on the 
screen with your own work. Just right-
click on it and select “Replace image”

You can give here a brief description of 
the topic you want to talk a

can identify the elements in an image 
but that doesn’t make it a description of 
the image in context.



A person sitting at a 
table with a computer.

A person sitting at a 
table with a computer.

A person using a 
computer.

Two people looking at 
a book.

A person with a cup of 
coffee and a computer.

A person talking on a 
cell phone.



DIGITAL NOMAD 
WORK REMOTELY, 
LIVE ANYWHERE!
You can give here a brief description 
of the topic you want to talk about. For 
example, if you want to talk about 
Mercury, you can say that it’s the 
smallest planet in the entire Solar 
System

Computers can identify the elements in 
an image but that doesn’t make it a 
description of the image in context. it 
and select “Replace 

You can replace the image on the 
screen with your own work. Just right-
click on it and select “Replace image”

You can give here a brief description of 
the topic you want to talk a

can identify the elements in an image 
but that doesn’t make it a description of 
the image in context.



A man working at a coffee shop 
table on their computer.



JOOMLA HELPS 
YOU DO THE 
RIGHT THING





<JOOMLA CAN’T FIX STUPID!>



Any text placed on an image is 
just coloured pixels.

/TEXT ON 
IMAGES







/02 HEADINGS

Using structured and ordered 
headings helps the user 
navigate the content.



/VISUAL HIERARCHY



JOOMLADAY USA

INDEX.HTML

/SPOT THE 
DIFFERENCE?

Not everything that looks 
the same is the same.











<JOOMLA CAN’T FIX STUPID!>











<h1> </h1>

<h2> </h2>
<div> </div>



#86
Moz.com

#140
Alexa.com

#91
Ahrefs.com



/03 COLOUR 
CONTRAST

It really matters.





This is hard to read
#d9b163

This is easiest to read
#F2C56E

This is easier to read
#8F7542

This is easier to read
#75683a



/DON’T RELY ON COLOUR



/AT LEAST TWO VISUAL INDICATORS



JOOMLA HELPS 
YOU DO THE 
RIGHT THING





/04 LINKS

A link must be unique and 
explicit, telling the user 
where they will be taken and 
what they will find. 





DIGITAL NOMAD
You can give here a brief description 
of the topic you want to talk about. For 
example, if you want to talk about 
Mercury, you can say that it’s the 
smallest planet in the entire Solar 
System

can identify the elements in an 
image but that doesn’t make it 
a description of the image in 
context.

Computers can identify the 
elements in an image but that 
doesn’t make it a description 
of the image in context. it and 
select “Replace 

You can replace the image on the 
screen with your own work. Just right-
click on it and select “Replace image”
You can give here a brief description of 
the topic you brian a

LIFE BALANCELIVE ANYWHERE

WORK REMOTELY

Read more Read more

Read more
Read more



Read more: Digital Nomad Read more: Work Remotely

Read more: Live Anywhere
Read more: Life Balance

DIGITAL NOMAD
You can give here a brief description 
of the topic you want to talk about. For 
example, if you want to talk about 
Mercury, you can say that it’s the 
smallest planet in the entire Solar 
System

can identify the elements in an 
image but that doesn’t make it 
a description of the image in 
context.

Computers can identify the 
elements in an image but that 
doesn’t make it a description 
of the image in context. it and 
select “Replace 

You can replace the image on the 
screen with your own work. Just right-
click on it and select “Replace image”
You can give here a brief description of 
the topic you brian a

LIFE BALANCELIVE ANYWHERE

WORK REMOTELY



DIGITAL NOMAD
You can give here a brief description 
of the topic you want to talk about. For 
example, if you want to talk about 
Mercury, you can say that it’s the 
smallest planet in the entire Solar 
System

can identify the elements in an 
image but that doesn’t make it 
a description of the image in 
context.

Computers can identify the 
elements in an image but that 
doesn’t make it a description 
of the image in context. it and 
select “Replace 

You can replace the image on the 
screen with your own work. Just right-
click on it and select “Replace image”
You can give here a brief description of 
the topic you brian a

LIFE BALANCELIVE ANYWHERE

WORK REMOTELY

Read more Read more

Read more
Read more



Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

aria-label=“Read more: Digital Nomad”

aria-label=“Read more: Work Remotely”

aria-label=“Read more: Live Anywhere”

aria-label=“Read more: Life Balance”



JOOMLA HELPS 
YOU DO THE 
RIGHT THING





/LESSONS LEARNED

Read more 
about Joomla 
accessibility



Read more 
about Joomla 
accessibility



Read more 
about Joomla 
accessibility



Read more 
about Joomla 
accessibility



Read more 
about Joomla 
accessibility



/05 BE PROUD

Tell the world that you care 
about accessibility



/WHAT’S IN YOUR FOOTER
● Privacy Notice
● Terms of Usage
● Cookie Policy
● Don’t Sell My Personal 
Info

● DMCA & Copyright
● Impressum & Contact



/AN ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT
● Some countries require an 

accessibility statement.
● All sites should have one.
● Forces you to consider the 

issues.
● Shows that you care about 

everyone.

https://tee.mn/a11ygen





/06 LANGUAGE

How can we communicate if we 
don’t know what language we 
are speaking?



WHAT 
LANGUAGE IS 
YOUR WEBSITE?



More than 
an accent



More than 
an accent





EVEN EXPERTS CAN 
MAKE A MISTAKE



WHAT LANGUAGE 
IS THE CONTENT?

… do you have more than one 
language on the page?







JOOMLA HELPS 
YOU DO THE 
RIGHT THING





/07 SKIP TO 
CONTENT

Information that repeats on 
every page.









JOOMLA HELPS 
YOU DO THE 
RIGHT THING







/08 ACCESSIBILITY 
CHECKER

Joomla helps you and your 
content authors do the right 
thing.



JOOMLA HELPS 
YOU DO THE 
RIGHT THING

















JOOMLA HELPS 
YOU DO THE 
RIGHT THING



<BONUS>
Order a pizza with 
just your keyboard.



<HOMEWORK>
https://tee.mn/frustrated



JOOMLA HELPS 
YOU DO THE 
RIGHT THING



—Ray Campbell

“Disability is the only 
minority group that anyone can 
join at any time.



<THANKS!>
DO YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS?


